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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP                                                     
BY KODJOVI DOSSEH OF THE PERMANENT MISSION OF TOGO TO 

THE UNITED NATIONS ON GENDA ITEM: 132 PROGRAMME 
BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 2014-2015:SPECIAL POLITICAL 

MISSIONS, AT THE MAIN PART OF THE SIXTY-NINTH SESSION OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY-FIFTH COMMITTEE 

(New York, 17 December, 2014) 

 

Madam Chair, 

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda 
item 132: programme budget for biennium 2014-2015 in particular Special 
Political Missions. 

At the outset, allow me to thank Mr. Chandru Ramanathan, Officer In-
Charge, Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts as well as Mr. 
Carlos Ruiz Masieu the Chair of the Advisory Committee for introducing 
respective reports on these important agenda item. 

The African Group would like to express deep concerns on the lateness 
of the issuance of relevant documents for SPMs in the total disregard of 
paragraph 4 section I, of the resolution 67/246, by which the General 
Assembly requested the Secretary General to submit those reports no later 
than the last week of October.  Once again, we regret the reoccurrence of this 
situation that continues to affect the quality of our deliberations and call on 
the Secretary-General to take decisive actions to address the matter. 

The African Group attaches great importance to critical roles played by 
the SPMs at the heart of the United Nations’ efforts to prevent and resolve 
conflicts, and to build sustainable peace, reconciliation and pave the way to 
the development. SPMs deliver a wide range of complex mandates in 
situations of active and in post- conflicts environment and therefore, the 
Group strongly believes that the allocation of adequate resources to the SPMs 
is a critical element for the efficient and effective discharge of their mandates. 

 

Madam Chair, 

The African Group has taken note of information related to the 
performance of 38 SPMs for the year 2014 with projected unencumbered 
balances in the amount of US$ 12 million. 

The African Group has also taken note of the Secretary General 
proposal for financing 35 active SPMs for year 2015 in the amount of US$ 
485.9 million. 



While the Group appreciates the efforts made by the Secretary-General 
to improve the presentation and content of his budget proposals we remain 
deeply concerned on the continued peace-meal approach of budgeting for 
SPMs.  

The presentation for UNAMA and UNSMIL estimates for six months 
only is unacceptable for our Group and we share the views of the Advisory 
Committee that, Secretary General’s budget proposals for 2015 should, to the 
extent possible, cover the full 12-months financial period, and that any 
contrary approach should be supported by strong justification based on 
technical budgetary assumptions as well as existing resolutions of the 
Security Council. 

 

Madam Chair, 

The African Group also concurs with the views of the Advisory 
Committee that, the comparative analysis of the 2014 and 2015 expenditures 
for SPM cannot be done at this stage and that the final appropriation for the 
SPMs may reach US$ 1.25 billion which is above the original appropriation. 

The African Group will carefully scrutinize a number of issues 
contained in the proposed budget for SPMs and we will be seeking specific 
clarification on number of the number of our concerns during our informal 
consultations.  

For instance, the Group will be interested to learn in detail the question 
of the location of special envoys and supporting staffing. While we 
understand the rationale behind constant shift of office locations, we remain 
concerned that significant amount of resources is diverted to administrative 
and other overhead elements instead of focusing on substantive core elements 
of the mandate delivery. 

 

Madam Chair, 

The African Group would also like to emphasize that the United 
Nations Office at the African Union is a separate entity with dedicated 
responsibilities and needs to be given serious and separate attention. In this 
regard, the African Group is having difficulty to understand the reason as to 
why to-date the Head of the Office and Assistant Secretary General has not 
been appointed despite the fact that the General Assembly has fully allocated 
required resources. 

Furthermore, we are concerned on the existing arrangement where 
Special Envoy for Sudan and South Sudan has been given additional 
temporary responsibility to head this Office- a situation that impacts the 
mandate delivery for the two Offices. The Group will request additional 
information and clarification on this matter during informal consultations. 



 

Madam Chair, 

The African Group would like to reiterate our position with regard to 
the importance of establishing the separate and special account for SPMs 
funding so as to bring transparent, good governance and accountability of the 
SPMs which continue to distort the regular budget. We believe that the 
Members States will finalize the consultations on this matter during this 
session. 

In conclusion, the African Group would like to assure you of our 
readiness to engage constructively in negotiations on this agenda item with 
the aim of reaching satisfactory outcomes on this important agenda in a 
timely manner. 

 

I thank you, Madam Chair 


